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To:  The Mayor, Members of Council, Municipal Manager, Personnel, and our Community           April – May 2020 
 

Corona Virus Slows the Pace of Local Crime  
It has been an unusual month in an unusual year.  
The pandemic has changed our way of life, and 
along with it, our methods of policing.  We look for-
ward to being a part of, rather than apart from the 
community.  Lately however, we have all felt iso-
lated.  It reflects in some unusual criminal and traf-
fic statistics during the past month.  We reported 
only one Part 1 crime last month, a rate even lower 
than normal in relatively crime-free Greenhills.  We 
made eight arrests, compared to 42 the same time 
last year.  Burglaries and thefts have been reduced 
to zero since our residents are now typically at 
home.  This is an upside to an otherwise distressing 
time, but nonetheless we will be happy to interact 
with our residents whenever that is possible.  To 
keep up with all of the latest numbers and infor-
mation about the Corona virus, click here.  To see 
the schedule for re-openings, click here.  Waycross Community Media filmed an interview with Police Chief Neil 
Ferdelman about how life was progressing in Greenhills during the pandemic.  To watch the interview, click here.   

 
 

 

 

Police Memorial Week Ceremonies Restricted 

 

The typical parade and ceremony with its accom-
panying large crowd did not occur for this year’s 
Police Memorial Day ceremony, but that did not 
mean it was any less poignant.  Memorial wreaths 

were displayed at the foot of the police memorial in front of Cincinnati Police Headquarters.  On guard at left (and in 
the inset above) is Greenhills Police Honor Guard Officer Eric Tricase.  A wreath honoring recently fallen Springdale 
Officer Kaia Grant is shown at right.  Corporal Mike Mathis, the former Springdale Police Chief, also participated in 
that ceremony.  Officer Tricase stood guard throughout the day with the Cincinnati Police and Hamilton County Po-
lice Association (HCPA) Honor Guard, and Chief Neil Ferdelman participated in the ceremony.   

Only when normal things are not normal anymore do we realize how special normal things are.   

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/resources/news-releases-news-you-can-use/new-restartohio-opening-dates
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKqGaKzGJjU
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Silver Linings Found in the Clouds . . .  

Even during a pandemic,  enough good things happen to remind us of better times.   During National Police Week on 

May 11-15, Helen Kovach, a criminal justice major at Michigan State, and the daughter of Municipal Manager 

Evonne Kovach, made us a plate of delicious and decorated Police Week cookies.  Resident Bev Ventura sent in 

pizzas for our officers as well.  Later that week, we continued to scour for scarce supplies as we continue to disinfect 

police cruisers and work spaces.  Services Foreman Mike Caster checked various stores for us, and encountered 

Tom Good, the store manager at the Springdale Lowe’s.  When Mr. Good found out that our police department was 

trying to keep its officers safe, he donated a case of Clorox wipes and a half dozen spray bottles of disinfectant.  We 

particularly appreciate these kindnesses during these trying times! 
 

Greenhills Officers Arrest Cheviot Robbery Suspect 

On April 24, 2020, the Hamilton County Communications 

Center broadcast an alert to be on the lookout for a white 

truck with blue spray paint on the driver’s door. The 

driver was wanted for assaulting and robbing a victim in 

Cheviot by threat of a knife.  While on patrol, Officer Phil-

lip Means alertly noticed a vehicle matching the descrip-

tion given on the broadcast, and followed it to obtain the 

registration. As he called out the plate, the vehicle turned 

from Winton Road onto McKelvey and started to travel at 

a high rate of speed. He activated his overhead lights, and 

the vehicle ran through a stop sign, pulled into a yard, and 

stopped.  The suspect opened the door and fled into the 

neighborhood, ignoring commands to stop. He and Officer Zzachery Clark jumped fences through yards trying to 

catch the driver but lost sight of him in the darkness.  Officer Clark then spotted a shadow in a backyard and com-

manded the suspect to lay down on the ground. The suspect failed to comply but the officers apprehended him. 

Medics checked out injures sustained during his attempt to escape arrest.  Officer Means’ alert observations led to 

the arrest of a violent felon wanted by another jurisdiction. As a result of his quick engagement, a criminal was re-

moved from our streets and incarcerated. He and Officer Clark were commended for their swift actions and tactics 

in the protection of our citizens.  

 
 

Officer Phil Means Officer Zzach Clark 
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Happy Story Alert – Community Helps with Graduation!  

You may recall that in our March issue, we told you about the story of Sergeant Tony Patton becoming aware of a 
senior in our school system whose mom was struggling with limited funding.  Deadlines were approaching, and her 
daughter was attempting to gather money for the cap and gown rental.  Mom was working three jobs to support 
them.  The Greenhills Police Department has a community fund established to 

help those in need.  We are just the medi-
ators and investigators – all of the fund-
ing is provided by citizens in our wonder-
ful community who provide cash dona-
tions to help out others.  Police Officer 
David Bacon is shown at left presenting 
the student with the funding needed.  On 
May 19th, Winton Woods High School As-
sistant Principal Kym Harrison-
Fowler sent us the picture at right of a 
very happy high school graduate.  She 
wrote, “Thank you so much for purchasing 
the cap and gown.  She looks so beautiful 

and most importantly HAPPY😊.  Have a 
great day and thank you for all that you do 
each and every day!”  We thank those of 
you in our community who make these 
moments possible.    

Police Officer Training Continues – But Now Online 

While standard training classes have all been cancelled, we have instead utilized online training courses.  All Green-

hills officers completed online Ethics and Decision Making training, Parts 1 and 2 from Target Solutions during the 

month of April.  Officer David Bacon completed several online training courses offered 

recently.  They included Cops in Court training on March 10th from the National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration, Street Smart Cop Proactive Patrol Tactics course on March 

30th -31st, Interview and Interrogation from Blue to Gold Law Enforcement Training on 

April 17th as provided by Attorney Anthony Bandier, Search and Seizure training from the 

same source on April 18th, and Interdiction Mastermind training from Street Cop Training 

on April 24th.  Police Clerk Vonda Secoy completed LEADS Agency Security Officer train-

ing on May 2nd, and Corporal Mike Mathis completed security training from the Attorney 

General’s Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway on May 7th.   

Crime, Traffic, and Activity By the Numbers 

During the month of April, the department investigated four acci-

dents (down from seven in April of 2019), one crime (down from 

five last April), and 260 other incidents (down from 391 last April).  

Of a total of 503 contacts (601 last April), 132 were dispatched or 

received by telephone as compared to 287 last April, and 371 were 

self-initiated by police officers as compared to 341 last April.  The department provided assistance to the public in 

213 instances (139 times last April), assisted other agencies 34 times (down from 40 times last April), and made 

eight criminal arrests (compared to 42 last April) and seven traffic arrests (56 last April).  Each crime was analyzed 

for geographic, temporal, and other factors.  Details follow.  



 
Monthly Report                                  Greenhills Police Department   Page 4 
 

MONTHLY STATISTICS –April 2020 

Vehicle Accidents     Public Service  

 Public Roadway   4   Motorists Assisted  8 

 Private Property   0   Public Relations Details  14 

 With Injuries (Inclusive)   2   Vacation House Checks  8 

  Total 4   Business Checks  182 

Reports & Incidents     Bank Runs  1 

Part I Crimes      Total 213 

 Murder   0 
 Assists to Other Agencies  

 Sexual Offenses   0   Fire & EMS Assists  13 

 Robbery   0   Other Police Agency Assists 21 

 Assaults (Including Domestic Violence) 1     34 

 Burglary/Breaking & Entering 0 
 Criminal Arrests  

 Theft   0   Felony - Adult  0 

 Auto Theft   0   Misdemeanor & MM - Adult 5 

  Total 1   Felony - Juvenile  0 

Other Incidents     Misdemeanor - Juvenile  1 

 Narcotics (Including Minor Misd.) 1   Warrants Served  2 

 Disorderly Conduct   1     8 

 Liquor Law Violations   0  Traffic Arrests  

 Curfew Violations   0   Moving Violations  6 

 Domestic Disturbance   9   Non-Moving Violations  1 

 Garbage or Noise Complaints 1   OVI (Inclusive)  1 

 Animal Complaints   5   

 

Total 7 

 Other Calls      25    

 Prowlers   0    

 Silent 911 Calls   0    

 Follow-up Investigations   12    

 Foot Patrol   3    

 Preventive/Directed Patrol   65    

 Bike Patrol   0               REPORT TO COUNCIL 

 Alarm Drops   9 
  

 Reports/Incidents Taken   129   
 

 

  Total 260   
 

How Initiated     
 

 Dispatched/Phone   132   
 

 

 Self-Initiated   371     

  Total 503      
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Monthly Crime Analysis Report –April 2020  

Offense/ 

Report # 

Geographic  

factors  

Temporal 

 factor  

(reported) 

Victim/Target 

 descriptors  

Suspect  

descriptors  

Suspect  

vehicle  

descriptors  

MO  

Factor  

Physical 
evidence  

Burglary   

None         

B&E   

None         

Thefts   

None        

Vandalism   

None        

Assaults   

None  

 

      

Domestic 

 violence  

 

2020-3306 Single Family 
Home  

“A” section  

Sunday  

1527 

M/W-19 F/W-17 

Arrested  

None  Arrested hit the victim 
with a stick, hitting his 

neck and back  

Yes  

Homicide         

None   

 

 

      

Robbery   

        

Arson   

None  

 

      

Sex 

 Offenses  

 

        

 


