
VILLAGE OF GREENHILLS 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 

MINUTES 

 

 

A meeting of the Council of the Village of Greenhills was called to order on Tuesday, September 

22, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem Glenn Drees. Present were: Mayor Pro Tem Drees, and 

Messrs. Greg Hermes and Jack Lee and Ms. Melanie Brokaw and Maria Waltherr. Also present 

were: Municipal Manager Evonne Kovach, Law Director Jeff Forbes and Clerk of Council Kathy 

Lives. 

 

Without objection, Mayor Moore and Mr. Halter were excused due to prior commitments. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION/PRAYER/ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE 

FLAG 

 

After a moment of silence, the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America 

was recited. 

 

Ms. Brokaw moved, seconded by Mr. Lee, to amend the agenda to add after Calendar items a 

motion to convene an executive session to discuss pending litigation. Motion carried by voice 

vote. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of the August 25, 2015 regular Council meeting and the 

September 8, 2015 meeting/work session were approved as submitted. 

 

RESIDENTS TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 

 

Dr. Patricia Bender, 30 Handel Lane, commented as follows with replies offered when needed: 

 

• Thanked the Police Chief Ferdelman for his efforts in obtaining a speed display sign for 

use on the village’s roadways. 

• The Municipal Manager has identified property owners whose permission will be sought 

for placement of benches on their property. A map is in process for placement of benches 

along walking trails. 

• Specific areas will be identified by the Service Department for Clean Up Greenhills on 

Saturday, September 26, 2015. 

• Dr. Bender called attention to Harvest Fest on October 24, 2015 and noted she is 

currently seeking an organization that will sponsor a beer booth for the event. She stated 

her disappointment that the village is unwilling to sponsor this type of booth for this 

event. 

 

Mr. Joel Suggs, Golf Course Consultant residing at 33 Deerhill Lane, provided an overview of 

the revenues/costs for the golf course over the past three years and projections for the coming 



Village of Greenhills 

Regular Council Meeting 2 

September 22, 2015 

 

years. Mr. Drees suggested a meeting with the Finance Director and other village officials to 

further discuss this information and the future of the golf course. 

 

REPORTS OF VILLAGE OFFICIALS 

 

Municipal Manager – Evonne Kovach 

 

• Met with Recreation Commission Chair Doug Koller to discuss recreation expenditures 

and goals for the next five years in anticipation of the levy renewal passing on November 

3, 2015. She and Mr. Koller will meet regularly in the future to continue the discussion 

on recreation issues. The next meeting of the Recreation Commission is on October 8, 

2015, 7:00 p.m., Municipal Building. 

 

• Halloween celebration will take place on October 31, 2015, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

• The gas aggregation program will be let for bid in the near future. 

 

• The Rainwater Harvesting Project is in process. 

 

• The healthcare renewal process has begun with a target renewal date of December 1, 

2015. 

 

• Tree trimmings and removals by the Service Department are in process. Tree planting 

will begin within the next two months. In reply to a question asked by Mr. Drees, Ms. 

Kovach stated an arborist has not yet been replaced. 

 

Law Director – Jeff Forbes 

 

• Continuing to work with the Municipal Manager’s office regarding the income tax 

amendments necessary as a result of HB5. Amendments must be adopted and in force by 

January 1, 2016. This matter will appear on the October 13, 2015 work session agenda. 

 

Clerk of Council – Kathryn L. Lives 

 

• The August 2015 Community Calendar and Ordinance No. 2015-06-L&R and Resolution 

Nos. 2015-24-S&S, 2015-25-S&S, 2015-26-F, 2015-27-CD and 2015-28-T&S were 

posted as required. 

 

• Also posted was the public notice for the Finance and Audit Committee meeting of 

September 8, 2015. 

 

Chief of Police – Neil Ferdelman 
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• On August 24, the Greenhills, Forest Park, and Springfield Township Police Departments 

were awarded for community spirit by the Winton Woods City Schools Board of 

Education at the August meeting. The Board recognized the departments and those who 

dedicate their lives to law enforcement, public safety, and community service. 

 

• New Glock Generation 4 pistols with night sights arrived on August 27, 2015 and will 

soon be distributed to each officer who has an older gun. Firearms instructors, Sergeant 

Tim Lukes and Officer Tony Patton, coordinate training on the new weapons which will 

will be issued to officers upon their qualification 

 

• An advisory board was established earlier this year by the Governor to implement ways 

to improve community and police relations. On August 28, 2015, new state standards 

were mandated – for the first time in Ohio history – on proper use of force, including 

deadly force, and the recruiting, hiring and screening of potential law enforcement officer 

candidates. As an accredited agency, this department already exceeds the new standards 

that have been set. 

 

• On August 30, 2015, Clerk Vonda Secoy received a new desktop computer that 

completes the changeover to the new court software. The old software is still available 

for reference. Ms. Secoy will also use a new laptop computer during court to speed up 

proceedings, print documents, and eliminate redundant data entry. The systems were 

purchased using the court computer fund, paid by court defendants as a portion of 

assessed fines and court costs. 

 

• On September 2, 2015, Sergeant Tim Lukes observed a disabled vehicle at Winton and 

Ingram. He reported at the time that he “pushed the vehicle off the roadway due to being 

out of gas. We added one gallon of gas to get the individual on his way.” The motorist’s 

grandmother, Mrs. Blair, made contact to say how much she loved her grandson and how 

pleased she was that he was helped and treated so well by a police officer. Every day, 

members of the Greenhills Police Department perform random acts of kindness that are 

textbook examples of community policing. Some go unreported and unnoticed, but all 

represent the department well and show that this department is an integral part of this 

community’s quality of life. 

 

• On September 9, 2015, officers responded to an early morning fight at the Middle 

School. The school’s security paraprofessional intervened and was knocked unconscious 

breaking up the fight. He was transported to Mercy Hospital and transferred to University 

Hospital’s Trauma Unit His condition improved and he was subsequently released 

several days later. Two students, aged 13 and 14, were arrested, charged with Assault, 

Disorderly Conduct, and Resisting Arrest. They were incarcerated in the Hamilton 

County Juvenile Detention Center. 

 

• On September 11, 2015, members of the department participated in a 9-11 Remembrance 

Program at the Middle School. Although the current middle school students were not 
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even born when this tragedy occurred, they scripted a moving program to honor police 

and fire first responders. 

 

• The Ohio State Patrol delivered a speed display sign on September 11 that will be on loan 

to our community periodically. It is currently located in the first block of Junefield near 

Primary North Elementary School in response to complaints of excessive speed. 

 

• The police officer examination on September 19, 2015 resulted in 17 candidates who 

signed up to take the test. The intent is to fill one vacancy from this series of tests, which 

starts with the written examination and includes physical agility testing, a panel 

interview, psychological, polygraph, medical and drug testing. 

 

• The department provided articles to the media on several new initiatives, including 

neighborhood watch and the new golf cart ordinance. Information was also posted this 

information on our website. 

 

• The department will participate in National Prescription Drug Take Back Day on 

September 26, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. In addition, residents who have 

unused and outdated prescription medications can drop them off every day at our lobby 

drop box. Liquids, needles, or illegal drugs are unacceptable. 

 

• During the month of August, the department investigated one accident (down from two in 

August of 2014), 13 crimes (up from four last August), and 252 other incidents (up from 

203 last August).  Of a total of 642 contacts (792 last August), 199 were dispatched or 

received by telephone as compared to 175 last August, and 443 were self-initiated by 

police officers as compared to 617 last August.  The department provided assistance to 

the public in 118 instances (97 times last August), assisted other agencies 31 times (down 

from 66 times last August), and made 40 criminal arrests (compared to 54 last August) 

and 46 traffic arrests (69 last August). Each crime was analyzed for geographic, temporal, 

and other factors. 

 

Fire Chief – Anthony Spaeth 

 

• For Chief Spaeth, Mr. Drees stated the Fire Department will begin writing specifications 

for a new fire engine in the near future with anticipated delivery in about a year from 

now. 

• Fire and EMS runs are about the same as last year at this time. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Services & Streets - Waltherr 

 

• The Service Department truck acquisition is complete. 

• The village salt supply has been stocked. 
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• Leaf collection begins October 5, 2015. Residents are urged not to mix brush or other 

items in with the leaves. 

• Benches have not as yet been moved; additional information is forthcoming. 

• The new garbage/refuse collection contract should be in place by March 1, 2015; 

completion of the billing contract with Cincinnati Water Works for garbage/refuse 

collection is anticipated by the end of 2015. 

• The Streets and Services Committee will meet on September 29, 2015. 

• Recently attended a meeting with Mayor Moore, Municipal Manager, and State 

Representative Jonathan Devers to discuss matters of mutual interest. 

• On September 18, 2015, participated in the Winton Woods High School Homecoming 

Parade. 

• On September 21, 2015, met with Representative Brad Wenstrup, Municipal Manager 

and Chief of Police to discuss matters of mutual interest. 

 

Traffic & Safety – Brokaw 

 

• The Traffic and Safety Committee met on September 4, 2015 to discuss information 

contained in the Police Department report and information from the Fire Department, 

including participation in mutual aid runs. Also discussed was the Mayor’s Court 

prosecutor position. 

 

• The Traffic and Safety Committee will meet on October 19, 2015, 4:30 p.m., Municipal 

Building. 

 

Finance & Audit – Drees 

 

• The Finance and Audit Committee met on September 8, 2015 to review and discuss the 

following: 

o  Monthly financial reports. 

o  Compliance to HB 5 by January 1, 2016. 

o Financial issues which will be entertained later in this meeting. 

o Consideration of transferring the expense of trash/refuse collection from the 

village to an individual payer system. Continuation of this village expense will 

cause an unacceptable negative fund balance in the coming years. 

o Check Book Ohio which will be active on September 23, 2013. 

 

Recreation & Cable Television – Hermes 

 

• Referenced recreation levy expenditure highlights prepared by the Municipal Manager; 

urged support for the recreation levy on November 3, 2015. 

• The Recreation Commission will meet on September 24, 2015, 7:00 p.m., Municipal 

Building. 
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Mr. Drees called attention to a most successful 2016 Concert on the Green season; expressed 

appreciation to Mr. Jim Miller and his helpers for his outstanding effort in planning the concerts. 

 

Inter-Governmental Affairs, Laws & Rules - Lee 

 

The Laws and Rules Committee did not meet in September; the next meeting is scheduled for 

October 26, 2015, 10:00 a.m., Municipal Building. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. RESOLUTION NO. 2015-2015-29-L&R 

 

A Resolution Affirming the Appointment of Wood & Lamping LLP a Legal Council was 

read in full by Mr. Lee. 

 

 Mr. Lee moved to adopt, seconded by Ms. Brokaw. 

 

 Lee – The intent of this agreement is to better define the compensation between the 

village and legal counsel, including evaluations and the power to select and remove said 

legal counsel. Further clarification regarding hourly billing rates was provided by the 

Law Director. The resolution is in order and adoption is recommended. 

 

 Voting as follows: “Aye” – Brokaw, Drees, Halter, Hermes, Lee and Waltherr; “No” – 

none. Resolution No. 2015-29-L&R adopted 6-0 by roll call vote. 

 

2. RESOLUTION NO. 2015-30-L&R 

 

Resolution Authorizing the Municipal Manager to Enter Into a Contract with Seth S. 

Tieger to Serve as Mayor’s Court Prosecutor for the Village of Greenhills was read in 

full by Mr. Lee. 

 

Mr. Lee moved to adopt, seconded by Ms. Waltherr. 

 

Kovach – Provided background information on the qualifications and experience of Mr. 

Tieger. 

 

Waltherr – Two candidates were interviewed. 

 

Brokaw – Attended the interviews of both candidates and both were found acceptable; 

however, only one could be chosen. 

 

Voting as follows: “Aye” – Brokaw, Drees, Halter, Hermes, Lee and Waltherr; “No” – 

none. Resolution No. 2015-30-L&R adopted 6-0 by roll call vote. 
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3. RESOLUTION NO. 2015-31-F 

 

Resolution Accepting the Amounts and Rates as Determined by the Budget Commission 

and Authorizing the Necessary Tax Levies and Certifying Them to the County Auditor 

was read in full by Ms. Brokaw. 

 

Ms. Brokaw moved to adopt, seconded by Mr. Lee. 

 

Drees – Pointed out that because of a reduction in the voted debt, property taxes will be 

lower. 

 

Voting as follows: “Aye” – Brokaw, Drees, Halter, Hermes, Lee and Waltherr; “No” – 

none. Resolution No. 2015-31-F adopted 6-0 by roll call vote. 

 

4. RESOLUTION NO. 2015-32-F 

 

Resolution Making Supplemental Appropriations and Transfers was read in full by Ms. 

Brokaw. 

 

Ms. Brokaw moved to adopt, seconded by Ms. Waltherr. 

 

Kovach – This resolution addresses swimming pool concessions decrease and an 

anticipated transfer in the budget for the golf course. 

 

Voting as follows: “Aye” – Brokaw, Drees, Halter, Hermes, Lee and Waltherr; “No” – 

none. Resolution No. 2015-32-F adopted 6-0 by roll call vote. 

 

5. RESOLUTION NO. 2015-33-F 

 

Expressing the Intent of the Village of Greenhills to Pay No Less Than State and/or 

Federal Minimum Wage to Eligible Employees was read in full by Ms. Brokaw. 

 

Ms. Brokaw moved to adopt, seconded by Ms. Waltherr. 

 

Drees – There is one village employee on the payroll who will be affected by this 

resolution. 

 

Voting as follows: “Aye” – Brokaw, Drees, Halter, Hermes, Lee and Waltherr; “No” – 

none. Resolution No. 2015-33-F adopted 6-0 by roll call vote. 

 

Mr. Lee moved, seconded by Ms. Brokaw, to amend the agenda to address the recommendations 

of the Planning Commission. Motion carried by voice 
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Mr. Drees called attention to the Planning Commission recommendations on the following items: 

operations within enclosed structures; dog run/cage requirements; outdoor storage in residential 

areas; junk storage; sign regulations; and Board of Zoning Appeals. A Council public hearing is 

scheduled on October 13, 2015 to receive public input on the Planning Commission 

recommendation referenced above. 

 

CALENDAR 

 

Clean Up Greenhills, September 26, 2015, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Streets and Services Committee, September 28, 2015, 9:00 a.m., Municipal Building 

 

Council Public Hearing, October 13, 2015, 7:00 p.m., Municipal Building 

 (Planning Commission recommendations) 

 

Recreation Commission, October 8, 2015, 7:00 p.m., Municipal Building 

 

Traffic and Safety Committee, October 19, 2015, 4:30 p.m., Municipal Building 

 

Harvest Fest, October 24, 2015 (behind the Shopping Center) 

 

Laws and Rules Committee, October 26, 2015, 10:00 a.m., Municipal Building 

 

Light Up Greenhills, December 4, 2015 

 

 

At 8:07 p.m., Ms. Brokaw moved, seconded by Mr. Lee, to convene an executive session to 

discuss pending litigation. Voting as follows: “Aye” – Brokaw, Drees, Halter, Hermes, Lee and 

Waltherr; “No” – none. Motion carried 6-0 by roll call vote. At 8:44 p.m. and after it was stated 

that no official business was taken, the executive session adjourned. 

 

With no further business forthcoming, the meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

 

 

 

       David Moore, MAYOR /s/ 

 

 

 

 

Kathryn L. Lives, CLERK OF COUNCIL /s/ 


